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Growing closer to Jesus through Mary

Have you ever wondered what it
takes to be a saint? According to

St. Louis de Montfort and author

Fr. Michael Gaitley, MIS, it’s Marian
consecration—or more specifically,
consecration to Jesus through Mary,
His Blessed Mother.

The entire parish will have an
opportunity to take part in this
process culminating in Marian
consecration when St. Hilary offers
Fr. Gaitley’s 33 Days to Morning
Glory to all who wish to participate.
33 Days to Morning Glory is a guide
that prepares one for consecration

to Jesus through Mary. It is a simpler,

up-to-date version of St. Louis de
Montfort’s True Devotion to Mary.

Mary directs prayer life

“I feel that Mary has reintroduced

me to her son in such a way that it’s
pure and it’s real and it’s intimate,”
said Rosanne Rohana, who has used

33 Days to Morning Glory. “This

is a consecration to Jesus through
Mary—not devotion to Mary. | feel
she has directed my prayer life.

“There are so many ways to Jesus,”
Rosanne continued. “We can go
directly to Jesus, so there are so
many paths. Mary has lit a path in
front of me with footlights: ‘Go this
way’—and directs me directly to her
Son. Church Fathers have said we are
the body, Jesus is the head, and Mary
is the neck. She turns His head to us.
We go through her to get to Him,”
she added.

Increase in faith

“I wanted to do this to improve my
prayer life,” said Candace Hanson. “I
was reading St. Teresa of Avila and
St. John of the Cross, and | was pretty
discouraged because | thought there
was no way | could achieve their level
of prayer. Then this came along, and |
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thought, maybe I’ll try it. And you
never know; but, when | got into this
| realized | was inching toward that
level of prayer. This was a beginning,”
she said.

Candace explained, “This is just a
beginning to improving prayer life,
improving your relationship with
Jesus, to defining your relationship
with Jesus. Like Father Steve said at
Mass; Is it a friendship? Is He your
mentor? Who is He exactly? Is He
your spiritual director? And that’s
what it did for me.”

Like Candace, Elaine Sisler was also
curious about 33 Days to Morning
Glory which led her to try it. “I

think Fr. Gaitley says it best: It is the
easiest, best way to become a saint,”
she added.

continued on page 2




Growing closer to Jesus through Mary

continued from page 1

Bite-sized inspiration

33 Days to Morning Glory is a user-
friendly, self-directed retreat. It’s four
weeks focused on four Marian saints:
St. Louis de Montfort, St. Maximilian
Kolbe, St. Mother Teresa, and Pope
St. John Paul Il, whose backgrounds
provide inspiration and guide your
daily prayer. It’s about 2 % pages of
reading per day.

‘It is the easiest,
best way to
becoming a saint.’

While parishioners were given the

chance to sign up for a copy of 33 Days
to Morning Glory last month, the book :

is readily available through Barnes
and Noble or Amazon and in a Kindle
edition. The intent is for participants
to follow the guide book on their own.
They are invited to meet as a group at
10 a.m. Sunday, November 12

Fr. Matt Jordan
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and December 3 to discuss their
experiences and impressions

as they follow steps outlined in

the guidebook. The retreat will
culminate with consecration to Jesus
through Mary after all Masses on the
Feast of the Immaculate Conception,
December 8.

Life after consecration

For Candace, Marian consecration has
led to other devotions, such as the
rosary. “l don’t say the rosary just to
say it. | say the rosary because | want
to have that communion with Mary
and with her Son, with the Holy Spirit,
and the Father.”

She now realizes that there’s more
to the rosary than simply receiving
grace. “It has changed for me. It has
changed my faith, the way | attend
Mass and Reconciliation. It has been
life changing,” Candace said.

“The parish-wide consecration to Jesus through Mary is the fruit of my personal
prayer,” explained Fr. Matt Jordan. “I had the honor of meeting Fr. Michael
Gaitley when he was in town. | went to a dinner at St. Sebastian after he had just
done a week at Walsh University, and it dawned on me that we should do this as
a parish.

“I think it is a good thing because it allows us to pray and work together on
something as a parish that can draw us closer to the Blessed Mother who
always draws us closer to Jesus,” he said. The purpose of doing 33 Days to
Morning Glory is to prepare for the consecration on December 8, the Feast of
the Immaculate Conception. “We are preparing to consecrate our lives to the
Blessed Mother so she can use them for the good work of her son.”

The intent is to set aside time for prayer every day and to then continue that life
of prayer after the consecration itself. What will you get out of this process? “We
don’t know what God has in store for us—and that’s frustrating. It allows us to
grow closer to the Lord, and then God takes over and we let go,” Fr. Matt said.




Celebrate the month of the Holy Rosary with us!

Rosary Rally to celebrate

100th Anniversary of Fatima

Celebrate the 100th anniversary

of the Apparitions of Our Lady of
Fatima along with parishes across
the country as we pray together the
rosary in public. Join us Saturday,
October 14 at 9 a.m. outside the
West Market Street entrance of the
church. Continental breakfast to
follow.

“Being part of the Rally makes me
feel so connected to Our Blessed
Mother and so happy to be able

to help bring honor and reverence
to Her,” said Mary Pullekins, who
organized last year’s event. “l want

to be obedient to Her admonitions at

Fatima. | feel Her presence and She
draws me closer to Jesus in prayer.
As the Rally draws near, | have such
trust that She and Her Divine Son are
with us.

“I think it is important for
parishioners to attend the Rosary
Rally to honor Our Blessed Mother,”
Mary continued. “She is the Mother
of the Church, the Protectress of our
country, the Queen of the Universe,
and our greatest intercessor. October
is the month of the Holy Rosary,

and October 13 marks the 100th
anniversary of Her last apparition in
Fatima and the Miracle of the Sun.

“One of Her instructions at Fatima
was to pray the rosary. The Rosary
Rally is a perfect way to obey and
revere Her. Also, the Rosary Rally is a
way we can, as a parish, ask for Her
guidance for our church, our priests,
our families, our school, our country,
and our world,” Mary said.

Parishioners honor our Blessed Mother at the 2016 Rosary Rally.
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Learn to pray,
make a rosary

Learn all about the rosary and make
your own at the Rosary Workshop
October 8 in the Spiritual Center
from noon to 2 p.m. The workshop is
perfect for families and people of all
ages. The event includes lunch and
materials, courtesy of the Knights of
Columbus. There’s no cost to attend,
but registration is required. Call the
parish office at (330) 867-1055 or email
jhohlefelder@sthilarychurch.org.

According to Tim Baker, who started
the event, “The workshop is a great
time to make your own rosary, meet
new people, as well as get a better
understanding from others in the
group of their experiences with the
rosary and how it impacts their life.
Most of all, I’'m hoping that if someone
does not know how to say the rosary
or understand its meaning, that they,
like me, will come to the workshop and
learn all about it.”
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CRHP: Can a weekend change your life?

Premila, Sam, and Laura Arockiasamy with Daniel in front.

When Sam Arockiasamy first heard
about the Christ Renews His Parish
retreat weekend last year, he did not
intend to go. He and his family were
new to the parish and new to the
area, and he thought he’d wait a year
when he felt more comfortable. But
his wife Premila told him, “You should
go. You will meet new people.”

It’s a good thing he finally said yes.
The weekend changed his life.

From stranger to friend

“l went as a stranger. As soon as |
entered the retreat at Loyola, | felt it
was a familiar place—so welcoming.
| have to say that truly, honestly, |
felt real friendship. | had attended
retreats before and this was one of

the best | had attended. The first day |

didn’t know what to expect, but | was

open. So they asked me, ‘Why are you

here?’ | said, ‘My wife asked me to

come, so | decided to see what
God has in store for me.’ As the
retreat progressed, truly | felt the
presence of God there. And it was

free of cost—one should not miss this

opportunity!”

After the retreat Sam noticed changes

right away as did his family. “When

| came home, Premila said, ‘We

all missed you.” She noticed the
difference—I was calm, composed. |
reacted differently to situations that
would have made me angry. It made
an impact on my family life—the way
| talk to my kids and how | see
others.”

Newfound desire to serve

As a result of his CRHP experience,
Sam also became more active in the
parish. After receiving an email from
his friend Todd Rickel, Sam joined

the Knights of Columbus. “I really like
it. | participated in the fish bake and
Habitat for Humanity. Then | started
attending the Men’s Group on the
second Saturday of the month. The
parish has become part of my family.
I now look for opportunities to serve
God,” he said.

Sam’s retreat experience continues
as a member of the team for

the upcoming CRHP weekend in
November at Loyola Retreat House
in Green. However, due to his
daughter’s health concern, he initially
turned down the opportunity when
Todd emailed him saying, “We would
love to have you on the CRHP team.”
Sam said, “It really pinched me after |
said ‘no’ to Todd’s email.”

For Sam and Premila, their daughter’s
health distracted them from other
things as well. They turned to prayer
and to Scripture. Premila went so far
as to print out encouraging Scripture
verses and place them in various
parts of the house where they could
be easily seen. “They were on the
fridge and in the bedroom. You could
not miss them. It really worked. Our
daughter is now fine, nothing short of
a miracle! We experienced how God
works wonders.” At this time Sam
sent an email to Todd asking, “Do you
still have a spot on your CRHP team? |
would love to join you.”

Faith runs deep

Originally from the southernmost part
of India and city where St. Thomas'’s
tomb is located, Sam said he was
raised by faith-filled parents, whose
Catholic roots go back at least 200
years. While he and his siblings grew
up poor, often without adequate

food and clothing, his family always
remained steadfast in faith.

Sam reflected on how far his family
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had come. All five siblings are
professionals: Sam is an engineer, his
twin brother is a professor who has
published six books; an older brother
is on the board of directors of a top
government agency in India; one sister
is a school principal while the other
runs a travel business. “We lived with
barely enough food and no luxuries.
God alone has brought us this far!”He
brought that faith to an arranged
marriage with wife Premila, also a
Catholic from the same area.

He brings to CRHP a family life
steeped in prayer. This includes about
a half hour of family prayer time
before dinner, with each member
contributing their own prayers and
petitions. They also say the rosary
together, with each reciting a decade,
including their 7- year-old son Daniel.

“We want to raise our kids the way
our parents raised us. My mother is a
strong woman who taught us Christian
values. We want to pass on the love of
Jesus and Mary,” he said.

Christ Renews His Parish
Men’s Retreat Weekend
November 11 - 12

Come gather with other parish men
to be renewed spiritually.
Develop and deepen your friendship
with Jesus Christ.

Grow in faith as a husband,
father, worker, neighbor.

Put on the
Armor of God!

Reserve Today! Spaces are limited!

Call Randy Malick at 330-867-1055, ext. 209
or online at www.sthilarychurch.org/mens-crhp

Loyola Retreat House in Clinton, near Green

Discover all things Mary, with the MARY APP!

Are you looking for a ready Marian
resource? Try the MARY APP from
the Congregation of Marian Fathers
of the Immaculate Conception of the
Most Blessed Virgin Mary.

Available from the Marian Fathers’
website, marian.org, the MARY

APP works best on iPhone and iPad,
but can be downloaded on other
devices by following directions on the
website.

Marian Doctrine and FAQs

On the Doctrine page, users can find:

e atimeline of events in thehistory
of the Church having todo with
Mary

e dogmas

e resources for purchase,including
33 Days to Morning Glory

ST Pl =1 Marian Devotions

Carrier =

The Devotion page provides:

e anonline rosary

e information on Marian
consecration

e alist of Mary Feasts

e information on sacramentals,
Marian Chaplets, and Marian
prayers

Marian Apparitions

Looking for information on Marian
apparitions? The Mary Plus page
contains:

e 16 apparitions from around the
globe

e images of Mary

e pilgrimage sites

e information on the Marians
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More than just neighbors—after 500 years

Pastor Jean Hansen of Faith Lutheran Church and Fr. Steve Brunovsky.

In a step toward Christian unity on
the local level, parishioners and
members of Faith Lutheran Church
will commemorate the 500th
Anniversary of the Reformation
October 18 with a 7 p.m. ecumenical
prayer service at St. Hilary. While
this may come as a surprise to some,
Catholics and Lutherans have been
in dialogue with one another for the

last 50 years, ever since Vatican I, Fr.

Steve Brunovsky explained.

The Reformation began when Martin
Luther, an Augustinian monk, nailed
his 95 Theses on the door of the
Wittenberg Castle church, protesting
among other things the sale of
indulges. His actions eventually

led to his founding of the Lutheran
Church and sparked a movement
that resulted in the establishment of
several Protestant denominations.
Through the efforts of Vatican Il, the
Catholic Church has sought heal the
divisions between itself and other
Christian traditions—especially the
Lutheran Church.
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“This prayer service gives us a chance :

to educate our congregations on
where we agree—on what we share
in common.

‘We are more alike
than different. What
we are doing is
acknowledging that.’

The point is to come together as two
congregations, which we’ve done for
the past 10 years, and highlight the
unity we do share, to highlight the
work we need to do to increase our
unity in faith—and to eat cookies
together,” said Fr. Steve. “We are
more alike than different. What we
are doing is acknowledging that.”

“I see it as a reuniting—not that it’s
taken 500 years,” said Pastor Jean,

“but our theology is the same, our

understanding of our sacraments

is close, our form of worship is the
same.”

The prayer service will include Fr.
Joseph Hilinski, Director of the
Diocesan Interfaith Commission,
and Bishop Abraham Allende, head
of the Ohio Lutheran Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of
America.

A portion of the prayer service comes
from the document From Conflict

to Communion: Lutheran Catholic
Common Commemoration of the
Reformation in 2017. Specifically, the
liturgy highlights 5 imperatives calling
Catholics and Lutherans to:

1. begin from the prospective of unity
and not from the point of division

2. be continually transformed by
the encounter with the other by the
mutual witness of faith

3. commit themselves to seek visible
unity and to elaborate on what this
means in concrete steps

4. jointly rediscover the power of the
gospel of Jesus Christ for our time

5. witness together the mercy of God
in proclamation and service to the
world.

The commemoration concludes with
a reception in the Gathering area. All
are welcome!
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Overcoming life’s obstacles with faith, love

Although small in stature at 4 foot,
10 inches tall, Marian Kindel is a
giant when it comes to her faith. She
has had to overcome quite a few
obstacles, including cerebral palsy
and depression, but has done so with
her faith intact. This is her story.

Marian was 10 months old when she
went to live with an aunt and uncle
she came to call Mom and Dad. She
grew up in Barberton and attended a
Polish parish, St. Mary Church, which
has since closed. The doctor who
diagnosed Marian with cerebral palsy
wanted to institutionalize her. “It’s a
good thing Mom and Dad would have
none of it,” said Marian.

Baptism at age six

“As far as my spiritual life was
concerned, | made up prayers and
wasn’t ashamed to say them aloud.
Mom wanted me to go to catechism
class, but couldn’t find my baptismal
certificate.” Marian explained that
her birth mother was always in her
life, but her biological father was
most often out of the picture. The
couple who raised her wanted to
adopt her, but her biological father
would not allow it. In light of the
missing baptismal certificate, Marian
was baptized conditionally at the age
of six.

Marian recalled receiving the
sacrament, “My godparents
answered the priest’s questions,

but | was old enough to know that |
wanted to answer those! | remember
getting the salt on my tongue
because | was the salt of the earth.”
She remembers being picked up out

of her wheelchair to be anointed with

the water of baptism.

Going to mass presented a challenge
to her mom who would push her

to St. Mary’s, located in their
neighborhood. Unfortunately,

the church had three steps to its
entrance, making it very difficult to
get in with her wheelchair. Someone
had to open the door from the
inside for them to get in, and often
no one answered the door, Marian
remembered. There were years

she was not able to attend mass.
Eventually she went to St. Augustine.
Today, Marian is a regular at the
11:00 Mass at St. Hilary, thanks to
transportation available through
SCAT.

Marian Kindel

Although Marian wanted to go to
school with kids her own age, she was
limited again by lack of wheelchair
accessibility. “After ninth grade they
tried to decide where to send me for
high school, but North wasn’t built
yet and Barberton wasn’t wheelchair
accessible. So | was tutored at

home through the Barberton School
District, which was a lot different
from home schooling today.”

Coming to know the Lord

She came to know the Lord as a
teenager. “l went to the House of
Prayer and different priests would
come. | saw people who really knew
the Lord. Additionally | went to Camp
Echoing Hills which was run by a
minister who had cerebral palsy.

“The Word became very personal to
me. Being young, | wasn’t very subtle
about my beliefs,” Marian related.

“l tended to cram it down people’s

. throats. As | got older | became more

sensitive, more attuned to where
people were at.”

© As an adult, Marian tends her faith

life in several ways. “I still have
problems, but then | get on Living
Bread Radio with my computer and
I look up stuff in the Bible. | have
depression, and when you are in

the middle of that, it’s hard to see
. the Lord. Change in medication has

helped me get back to my normal
self.”

The examples of others also help

Marian maintain her faith life. “I had
a best friend named Debbie, who had
muscular dystrophy. She could just
move her fingers and she spoke in a
whisper. But she had a steadfast faith
and conducted prayer services in her
home. Seeing her not give up
encouraged me,” said Marian.

Love for the Blessed Mother

Marian said she loves the rosary and
finds the Hail Mary very comforting.
“Mary is so important in my life.” As
an auxiliary member of the Legion of
Mary, Marian prays the rosary every
day. “It relaxes me. When | pray the
scriptural rosary, it makes it real to
me. | pray it with EWTN usually in the
evenings. | love the Hail Holy Queen
prayer.

She said she especially likes the
Luminous Mysteries “because they
portray in my mind realistically the
works of Jesus. | get something out
of each of the mysteries.”

Marian also plays the harmonica and
especially likes to play Marian tunes
such as Ave Maria and, Immaculate
Mary.
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School Multipurpose Room
October 7 & 8, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

CERTIFIED

Concert and retreat with renowned liturgical composer

David Haas

Concert
7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 1
Tickets $15 adults, $10 students

Retreat
9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 2
tickets $10 for St Hilary Parishioners;
$20 for non-parishioners

Premier Catholic hymn composer David Haas is the Buy tickets after masses, Nov. 18-19 & 25-26
writer of favorites such as “Blest are They,” “We are

or online through eventbrite.com
Called,” and “You are Mine.”
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