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MARY APPARITIONS
The Rest of the Story

There have been hundreds of Marian apparitions reported over the
centuries, few of which have been formally approved by the Catholic
Church. Today we will learn more about apparitions of the Blessed
Virgin Mary and unusual encounters that have occurred since Our
Lady’s appearances. Today we will use a technique out of Paul
Harvey’s famous talks and approach the discussion as “the Rest of the
Story.”

As we prepare to enter the Christmas Season, Hebrews 13:2 gives us
some advice we should well consider. “Do not forget to show
hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown
hospitality to Angels without knowing it.” This scripture leads us in
natural fashion to Matthew 25:35, “For | was hungry and you gave Me
something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave Me something to drink, |
was a stranger and you took Me in.”

Most practicing Catholics have at one time or another heard of Marian apparition sites: Fatima,
Lourdes, and Guadalupe; and also to a lesser degree, places like Akita, Japan, Kibeho, Rwanda,
and Medjugorje, Bosnia, (the latter has not yet been formally approved by the Vatican) represent
Marian encounters that many Catholics around the world have some familiarity with. What
follows is a series of questions having to do with the Blessed Virgin Mary and her appearances
throughout history?

Beginning with Our lady of Guadalupe’s image, how does the scientific community explain:

e Her eyes contract when exposed to light; when light is withdrawn, they return to a dilated
state, just like living eyes would. A Japanese optician who was examining the eyes
fainted. Upon recovering he said: “The eyes were alive and looking at him.”

e The Tilma' maintains a constant temperature of 98.6 degrees, the same as a living body.

e One physician placed his stethoscope on the Tilma on Mary’s womb and heard rhythmic
beats at 115 pulses per minute, the same as that of a baby in the womb.

e On April, 24", 2007, the day Mexico legalized abortion, a very intense light appeared
suddenly on the Tilma at the level of the womb like a shiny halo, in the shape of an
embryo. The light lasted for a full hour.

e NASA scientists have confirmed that the paint material does not belong to any known
element on earth.

' The Virgin arranged the flowers in Juan Diego's Tilma, or cloak, and when Juan Diego opened his cloak before Archbishop
Zumarraga on December 12, the flowers fell to the floor, and on the fabric was the image of the Virgin of Guadalupe. The Tilma
is a local cloth made from woven cactus fibers lasts about a decade at most. The Tilma is almost five hundred years old, and has
been on display in public daily.



For where two or three are gathered in My name, there am I in the midst of them. Matthew 18:20

e Scientists cannot explain why the image of Mary painted on
maguey cloth has not disintegrated in almost 500 years of
existence.

e The stars that appear on the mantle of Mary reflect the exact
configuration and positions that could be seen in the sky of
Mexico on the day the miracle happened.

God has created a plan for each one of us that exceeds our wildest
expectations because it aligns with what we are meant to be doing,
not what we expect we should be doing. The various Mary
Apparitions support God’s work in our lives and suggest some ways to
adapt to become a Better Man. The first step is understand that God
accepts each man where he is, as he is and what brought him to this
place in his life.
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What happens to our lives when we make a shift in our attitude and admit that Jesus is our
Savior and invite Him into our heart of hearts? Let us listen attentively to the wisdom found in
Holy Scripture, our Catechism and in Modern Comment.

Hebrews 13:2-3, 5-6, 8 — Let Mutual Love Continue

Do not neglect hospitality, for through it some have unknowingly entertained angels.

Be mindful of prisoners as if sharing their imprisonment, and of the ill-treated as of
yourselves, for you also are in the body. Let your life be free from love of money but be
content with what you have, for He has said, “I will never forsake you or abandon you.”

7 Thus we may say with confidence: “The Lord is my helper, and | will not be afraid. What
can anyone do to me?” Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.

Matthew 25:35-36 — Christ is in All of Us
For | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you
welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.

The Word of the Lord

Catechism

CCC 964 - Wholly United With Her Son

Mary's role in the Church is inseparable from her union with Christ and flows directly from it. "This union of
the mother with the Son in the work of salvation is made manifest from the time of Christ's virginal
conception up to his death"; it is made manifest above all at the hour of his Passion:

of this victim, born of her: to be given, by the same Christ Jesus dying on
the cross, as a mother to his disciple, with these words: "Woman, behold
your son.”

Thus the Blessed Virgin advanced in her pilgrimage of faith, and faithfully g To thee do
persevered in her union with her Son unto the cross. There she stood, in ; 4( Wec oor
keeping with the divine plan, enduring with her only begotten Son the E ﬁ : bar%r?ed
intensity of his suffering, joining herself with his sacrifice in her mother's ' i 1 :
heart, and lovingly consenting to the immolation (the killing as a sacrifice) o N, c'gﬁsrsg
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Modern Comment
MARY APPARITIONS - More of the Rest of the Story...

What did Pope John Paul II's consecration of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary, on the Feast of the Annunciation, have to do with
explosions at one of Russia’s largest ammunition and missile
bases? Why would a stranger in a Mercedes stop to help a
couple whom had just left Fatima, to catch a plane to the United
States?

What is the connection of the name Fatima to the Muslim world? What do you suppose
Anwar Sadat was thinking the night he witnessed a vision of Our Lady in Cairo, Egypt?

How do you explain that over 1 billion Miraculous Medals, have been distributed
throughout the world? And why would a Jewish atheist wear the medal and agree to recite
the Memorare? Why would an Austrian Jew write a book about St. Bernadette?

Why would a future saint request that all but two letters out of 2 million be destroyed at the
hour of his death?

What does Christopher Columbus, Napoleon, and the Angel Gabriel, have in common...
the Blessed Virgin Mary, George Washington, and a Polish engineer...and Jimmy Carter,
Fort Knox, and the Mother of God?

Why would scientists conduct a physical examination of Hiroshima Jesuits over 200 times
in a period of 30 years?

What message did three school girls receive in Nov. 1981 about a “river of blood” and why
did Ted Bundy get frightened the moment he entered a college girl's dorm room?

Key dates

May 13", 1955 — 70,000 Austrians pray the rosary, Soviets pull out of Austria

Oct 13", 1960 — Missile explosion in Russia sets back Soviet arms program 20 years
May 13", 1981 — The attempted assassination of PJPII on feast of first Fatima apparition
May 13", 1984 —Massive explosion eliminates 2/3 of missiles for Soviet fleet

Dec 8™, 1989 — Fall of Communism in eastern bloc countries

Aug 22" 1991 — The day the Communist Party died in Russia

L ¢ ¢

1§ ACTUAL PHOTO OF TILMA

> g

=
i
z
A




For where two or three are gathered in My name, there am | in the midst of them. Matthew 18:20

Questions for Discussion:

1. Have you ever been touched by the Blessed Virgin? Do any specific apparitions
speak to you in particular?

Men’s Group Calendar
A Man who never quits is Never Defeated.

12/18/2020 Leadership Meeting  9:30 AM Meet Rooms 1 & 2
1/9/2021 Men’s Group 7 AM Mass
1/22/2021 Leadership Meeting 9:30 AM Meet Rooms 1 & 2

2/13/2021 Men’s Group 7 AM Mass
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Let the Light of God shine on everything. Learn from
your mistakes so that you can work God’s plan
... and NOT your plan!

ACTION PLAN
This month I will do my best to listen for God’s will in my life by:
e Creating a daily prayer practice.

e Seeking God in prayer and being quiet in His presence.
e Paying more attention to God’s Blessings in my life.

e Asking Jesus for help in becoming a better servant.

e Practice Mary’s Example of Obedience to God.

Dear Jesus, let me become a Man who practices the example of Obedience
to God’s Will that Mary showed. Amen.
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Lord, God and Savior, by your love you draw me to yourself. Forgive me - the
sinner that | am, and fill me with every good thing, not withholding even the gift
of your most beloved son. Come dwell in my heart.

Send forth your Holy Spirit to guide me in your path. Make me worthy of your
love, and teach me how to forgive as you forgave.

Thank you for your tender mercies. | ask you to bless my family, friends and
those who | meet in my comings and goings.

Where there is joy, give them continued joy. Where there is pain or sorrow, give
them your peace and mercy. Where there is self-doubt, release in them a
renewed confidence. Fill their every need with your Holy Grace.

You are indeed my Lord, God and Savior. Amen

BLESSEDAIS THE
NATION WHOSE GOD
I$-THE,LORD
ESALM 33:17




